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EXTRACTS FROM ARMINIUS’S FIRST ORATION ON THEOLOGY. 
(Continued from page 406.) 


On the Union and Suzorvination of Lecat and Curistian 
THEOLOGY. : 


.“]. Since we have God and his Christ for the object of our 
CuristTiaN THeo.oey, the manner in which LecaL THEOLO- 
cy explains God unto us, is undoubtedly much amplified by 
this addition, and our Theology is thus infinitely ennobled above 
that which is Legal. 

‘“‘ For God has unfolded in Christ every one of his blessings : 
‘It pleased the Father, that in Him should all fulness dwell;’ 
(Col. i. 19;) and that the ‘fulness of the Godhead should 
dwell in him,’ not by adumbration or according to the shadow, 
but ‘bodily.’ For this reason he is called, ‘the image of the in- 
visible God ;’ (Col. i. 15;) “ the brightness of his Father’s glory, 
and the express image of his person,’ (Heb. i. 3.) in whom the 
Father condescends to afford to us his infinite majesty, his im- 
measurable goodness, mercy, and philanthropy, to be contem- 
plated and beheld, to be touched and felt: even as Christ himself 
says to Philip, ‘He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.’ 
(John xiv. 9.) For those things which lay hidden and indiscern- 
ible within the Father, like the fine and deep traces in an en- 
graved seal, stand out, become prominent, and may be most clear- 
ly and distinctly seen in Christ, as in an exact and protuberant 
impression, formed by the application of a deeply engravéd seal 
on the substance to be impressed. 
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“1. In this Theology God truly appears, in the highest de- 
gree, as the Best and the Greatest of Beings: (1.) The Besr. 
Because he is not only willing, as in the former Theology, to 
communicate himself (for the happiness of men) to those who 
correctly discharge their duty,—but.to receive into his favour, 
ang to reconcile to -himself, those who are sinners, wicked, un- 
fruitful, and declared enemies, and to bestow eternal life on them, 
when they repent.—(2.) The Greatest. Because he has not only 
produced all ruines from nothing, through the annihilation of the 
latter and the creation of the FORMER,—but because he has also 
effected a triumph over sin, (which is far more noxious than noth- 
ing, and conquered with greater difficulty,) by graciously nee 
ing itand powerfully putting it away ;—and because he has brought 
an “everlasting righteousness, by means of a second creation, and a 
regeneration which far exceeded the capacity of the law that acted 
as school-master. (Gal. iii. 24.) For this cause Christ is’ called 
the wisdom and the power of God, (1 Cor. i. 24,) far more il- 
lustrious than the wisdom and the power which were originally 
displayed in the creation of the universe.—(3.) In this Theology 
God is described to us as in every respect immutable, not only in 
regard to his nature but also to his will, which, as it has been 
manifested in the Gospel, is peremptory and conclusive, and, be- 
ing the last of all, is not to be corrected by another will. For 
" se Christ is the same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever,” (Heb. 
xiii. 8,) “by whom God hath in these last days spoken unto us.” 
(Heb. i. 2.) Under the law, the state of this matter was very dif- 
ferent, and that greatly to our ultimate advantage: For if the 
will of God, as unfolded in the law, had not only been fatal to us, 
but also the Jast expression of it, we, of all men most miserable, 
should have been banished for ever from God himself on account 
of that declaration of his will; and our doom would have been 
to a.state of exile from salvation. I would not seem in this argu- 
ment to ascribe any mutability to the will of God. I only place 
such a termination and boundary to his will, or rather to some- 
thing willed by him, as was by himself before affixed to it, and 
predetermined by an eternal and peremptory decree, that thus a 
vacancy might be made for a “better covenant established on 
better promises.’ (Heb. vii. 22; viii. 6.) 

“2. This Theology ofiers God in Christ as an object of our 
sight and knowledge, with such clearness, splendour, and plain- 
ness, that ‘we, with open face, beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.’ {2Cor. iii. 18.) In compar- 
ison with this brightness and glory, which were so pre-eminent 
and surpassing, the law itself is said not to have been either 
bright or glorious : : for is ‘had no glory in this respect, by reason 
of the glory that excelleth.’ (2 Cor. iii. 8.) This was indeed 








ORATION ON THEOLOGY. 443 


‘the wisdom of God which was kept secret since the world be- 
gan.’ (1 Cor. ii. 7; Rom. xvi. 25.) Great and inscrutable is this 
mystery : yet it is exhibited in Christ Jesus, and made manifest 
with such luminous clearness, that God is said to have been mant- 
fest in the flesh, (1 Tim. iii. 16,) in no other sense than as though it 
would never have been possible for him to be manifested without 
the flesh; for the express purpose ‘ that the eternal life which 
was with the Father, and rHe worp oF tire which was from the 
beginning with God, might be heard with our ears, seen with our 
eyes, and handled with our hands.’ (1 John i. 1, 2.) 

“* 3. The object of our Theology, being clothed in this manner 
so abundantly fills the mind and satisfies the desire, that the Apostle 
openly declares, he was determined ‘to know nothing among the 
Corinthians, save Jesus Christ and him crucified.’ (1 Cor. ii. 2.) 
To the Philippians he says, that he ‘counted all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus; for whom 
he had suffered the loss of ail things, and counted them but dung 
that he might know Christ, and the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings.’ (Phil. iii. 8, 10.) Nay, in the 
knowledge of the object of our theology, modified in this manner, 
all true glorying and just boasting consist, as the passage which 
we before quoted from Jeremiah, and the purpose to which St. 
Paul has accommodated it, most plainly evince. This is the man- 
ner in which it is expressed : ‘ Let him that glorieth glory in this, 
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that 1am the Lord 
which exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness in 
the earth.’ (Jer. ix. 24.) When you hear any mention of mercy, 
your thoughts ought necessarily to revert to Christ, out of: whom 
‘God is a consuming fire,’ to destroy the sinners of the earth. 
(Deut. iv. 24; Heb. xii. 29.) The way in which St. Paul has 
accommodated it, is this: ‘Christ Jesus is made unto us, of God, 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption ; 
that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord!’ (1 Cor. i. 30, 31.) Nor is it wonderful, that the mind 
should desire to ‘know nothing save Jesus Christ,’ or that its 
otherwise insatiable desire of knowledge should repose itself in 
him, since in him and in his Gospel ‘ are hidden all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge.’ (Col. ii. 3, 9.) 

“II. Having finished that part of our subject which related to 
this Union, let us now proceed to the SusorpinaTion which sub- 
sists between these two objects. We will rirst inspect the na- 
ture of this subordination, and THEN its necessity. 

“First. Its nature consists in this, that every saving com- 
munication which God has with us, or which we have with God, 
is performed by means of the intervention of Christ. 

‘1. The communication which God holds with us, is (i) either 
in his benevolent affection towards us, (ii.) in his gracious decree 
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concerning us, or (iii.) in his saving efficacy in us. In all these 
ior Christ comes in as a middle man between the parties. 

or (i.) when God is willing to communicate to us the affection of 
his goodness and mercy, he looks upon his ANointED Onr, in 
whom, as ‘his beloved, he makes us accepted, to the praise of 
the glory of his grace.’ (Eph. i. 6.)—(ii.) When he is pleased 
to make some gracious decree of his goodness and mercy, he in- 
terposes Christ between the purpose and the accomplishment, to 
announce his pleasure ; for “by Jesus Christ he predestinates us 
to the adoption of children.’ (Eph. i. 5.)—(iii.) When he is willing 
out of his abundant affection to impart to us some blessing, ac- 
cording to his gracious decree, it is through the intervention of 
the same Divine Person. For in Christ, as our Head, the Father 
has laid up all these treasures and blessings; and they do not 
descend to us, except through him, or rather by him as the 
Father’s substitute, who administers them with authority, and dis- 
tributes them according to his own pleasure. 

‘62, But the communication which we have with God, is also 
made by the intervention of Christ.—It consists of three degrees, 
—access to God, cleaving to him, and the enjoyment of him. 

“(I.) Three things are necessary to this access;—(i.) that God 
be in a place to which we may approach ;—(ii.) that the path by 
which we may come to him be a high-way and a safe one :—and 
(iii.) that liberty be granted to us and boldness of access.—All 
these facilities have been procured for us by the mediation of 
Christ. (i.) For the Father dwelleth in light inaccessible, and 
sits ata distance beyond Christ on a throne of rigid justice, which 
is an object much too formidable in appearance for the gaze of 
sinners; yet he hath appointed Christ to be ‘a propitiatory through 
faith in his blood ;’ (Rom. iii. 25;) by whom the covering of the 
ark, and the accusing, convincing, and condemning power of the 
law which was contained in that ark, are taken away, and re- 


-moved, as a kind of veil, from before the eyes of the Divine 


Majesty; and a throne of grace has been established, on which 
God is seated, ‘with whom’ in Christ ‘we have to do.’ Thus 
has the Father in the Son been made szpocsros, ‘easy of access to 
us.’—-(ii.) It is the same Lord Jesus Christ who ‘hath’ not only 
‘through his flesh consecrated for us a new and living way,’ by 
which we may go to the Father, (Heb. x. 20,) but who is likewise 
‘himself the way’ which leads in a direct and unerring manner to 
the Father. (John xiv. 6.)—(iii.) ‘By the blood of Jesus’ we 
have liberty of access, nay we are permitted ‘ to enter into the 
holiest,’ and even ‘ within the veil whither Christ,’ as a High 
Priest presiding over the house of God and ‘our fore-runner, is 
entered for us,’ (Heb. v. 20,) that ‘we may draw near with a 
true heart, in the full assurance of faith,’ (x. 22,) and may. with . 

reat confidence of mind ‘come boldly unto the throne of grace,’ 
Gv. 16.) Have we therefore prayers to offer to God? Christ 
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is the High-Priest who displays them before the Pather: He is 
also the altar from which, after being placed on it, they will 
ascend as incense of a grateful odour to God our Father.—Are 
sacrifices of thanksgiving to be offered to God? They must be 
offered through Christ, otherwise ‘God will not accept them at 
our hands.’ Mal. i. 10.)—Are good works to be performed? 
We must do them through the Spirit of Christ, that they 
may obtain the recommendation of him as their author; and they 
must be sprinkled with his blood, that they may not be rejected 
by the Father on account of their deficiency. 

¢(2.) But it is not sufficient for us only to approach to God; it 
is likewise good for us to cleave to him.—To confirm this act of 
cleaving, and to give it perpetuity, it ought to depend upon a com- 
munion of nature: But with God we have no such communion. 
Christ however possesses it, and we are made possessors of it 
with Christ, ‘who partock of our flesh and blood.’ (Heb. ii. 14.) 
Being constituted our Head, he imparts unto us of his Spirit, 
that we, (being constituted his members, and cleaving to hima 
as ‘flesh of his flesh, and bone of his bone,’) may be one with 
him, and through him with the Father, and with both may .be- 
come ‘one spirit.’ 

*(3.) The enjoyment remains to be considered:—It is a true, 
solid, and durable taste of the divine goodness and sweetness in 
this life, not only perceived by the mind and understanding, but 
likewise by the heart, which is the seat of all the affections. 
Neither does this become ours, except in Christ, by whose Spirit 
dwelling in us that most divine testimony is pronounced in our 
hearts, that ‘we are the children of God, and heirs of eternal life.’ 
(Rom. viii. 16.) On hearing this internal testimony, we con- 
ceive joy ineffable, ‘ possess our souls in’ hope and ‘ patience,’ 
and in all our straits and difficulties we call upon God and cry, 
Abba, Father, with an earnest expectation of our final access to 
God, of. the consummation of our abiding in him and our cleaving 
to him, (by which we shall have ‘all in all,’) and of the most 
blessed fruition, which will consist in the clear and unclouded 
vision of God himself.* 

**Seconpiy. Having seen the subordination of both the ob- 
jects of Christian Theology, let us in a few words advert to its 
Necessity. This derives ite origin from the comparison of our 
contagion, and vicious depravity, with the sanctity of God that is 


* Many of our readers will be gratified to learn from this paragraph, that the 
sentiments of Arminius were so similar to those of Mr. Wes.ey and the Metho- 
dists, respecting that “internal testimony” of the Spirit, which is the privilege 
of all believers in Christ. In fact, many of the old and standard Divines have 
expressed themselves, on this important article of spiritual religion, in terms 
which the defective views, or the cold and rationalizing spirit, of some modern 
theologians would at once denounce as enthusiastical, but which perfectly accord 
with the simplicity of Scripture, and with the delightful realities of Christian ex- 
perience. Epiror. : 
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MEMOIR OF MRS. ELIZABETH R. ACKERMAN. 
incapable of defilement, and with the inflexible rigour of his jus- 
tice, which completely separates us from him by a gulf so great 
as to render it impossible for us to be united together while at 
such a vast distance, or for a passage to be made from us to him, 
—unless Christ had trodden the wine-press of the wrath of God, 
and by the streams of his most precious blood, plentifully flowing 
from the pressed, broken, and disparted veins of his body, had 
filled up that otherwise impassable gulf, ‘and had purged our con- 
sciences, sprinkled with this his own blood, from all dead works;’ 
(Heb. ix. 14, 22;) that, being thus sanctified, we might approach 
to ‘the living God, and might serve him without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness before him, all the days of our life.’ (Luke i. 75.) 
** And such is the great Necessity of this subordination, that, 
unless our faith be in Christ, it cannot be in God. The Apostle 
Peter says, ‘By him we believe in God, that raised him up from 
the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be 
in God.’ (1 Pet. i. 21.) On this account the faith also which we 
have in God, was prescribed, not by the law, but by the gospel of 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is properly ‘the word 
of faith’ and ‘the word of promise.’ ” 
(To be concluded in the next Number.) 


OD HE Cer 


Biography. 


MEMOIR OF MRS. ELIZABETH R. ACKERMAN. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BretHren, . 


Ir you think the following worthy of a place in our useful 
Magazine, you will oblige a subscriber and brother by giving it 
an insertion. James C. Kocen. 


Mrs. Ecizasetn R. Ackerman, was born on Edisto-River, 
South-Carolina, on the 22d of October, 1786. In the early part 
of her life she was favoured with the enjoyment of religious 
privileges; and through the instrumentality of the gospel, and 
pious admonitions of that memorable servant of God, Mrs. M. 
Rumph, she became seriously disposed, and earnestly sought the 
Tord for several months; but in consequence of an almost uni- 
versal apostacy in the neighbourhood, her convictions gradually 
wore off, and she lived without the peace of God for several years. 

When about sixteen years of age, she attended one of our first 
Camp-Meetings in this part of the state: at which the Lord was 
pleased to re-awaken her to a sense of her guilt and misery. 
Her convictions were powerful, and her distress and anguish deep: 
she sought the Lord with all her heart, and when prostrate before 
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him, he heard her prayer, removed her burden, and filled her 
heart with peace and joy. She arose, praised the Lord aloud, 
and exhorted all around to seek the same blessing. — , 

_ From this time her warfare commenced, she joined the Church, 
about nine miles from her place of residence. In consequence 
of the distance she had many difficulties to surmount in attend- 
ing divine service, yet she let no opportunity escape unim- 
proved. Her relations were all ungodly. She stood alone, yet 
she stood firmly. 

In a few months after her conversion, she. was, in complance 
with a previous engagement, united to an ungodly companion, by 
whom she was much hindered, for several years, yet she remain- 
ed steady and faithful to the grace given, and the Lord was her 
support. She progressed slowly for several years, until the Lord 
removed their first and then only child, on whom both its pa- 
rents placed their affections most warmly. ‘This heavy stroke 
was sanctified to the conversion of Mr. A. He became thought- 
ful and serious, and requested the Rev. R. Nolley, to attend the 
funeral of their child. ‘The Lord owned his word and accompanied 
it with divine power, and Mr. A. was one of the first who ac- 
knowledged the Redeemer. Her companion, becoming her reli- 
gious help-mate, and many of her relatives embracing religion, she 
moved sweetly on in the path of piety. She was always steady 
and uniform, but now her path shone brighter than ever, and 
every Christian grace shone with a divine lustre in her life. She 
was always modest and humble,—always little in her own 
eyes, yet always shared largely in the love and confidence of her 
friends. She exhibited such a measure of patience, meekness, 
love, and holiness, as could but recommend the religion of Jesus. 
All who knew her, saw it reduced to practice in every relation. of 
life. Pursuing such a pious course she secured the love and res- 
pect of all who knew her. 

In this fixed course she persevered, not the subject of ecstatie 
joy, but of peace and trust in God, until the fall of 1819, when 
the Lord again visited her with his afflicting hand, and very sud- 
denly removed her only daughter. The event was unexpected, 
and fell heavily on her. Satan sought every advantage of her 
distress, and was but too successful. She listened to his reason- 
ings, he stript her of her confidence, a dark cloud overspread her 
mind, her head was bowed down, nor dared she lift it up. She 
could no longer say, “ My Lord and my God,” but stood trem- 
bling and fearing before him. In this dark and heavy state she 
was almost driven to despair, and remained for several months 
without one comfortable beam of hope to cheer her gloomy way. 
But notwithstanding her darkness and distress, she relaxed not. 
In the diligent use of the means of grace, she was more abundant 
than ever—in fasting—in prayer—in self-denial—and in reading, 
particularly the scriptures and Mr. Wesley’s Sermons. At length 
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the Lord returned unto her, turned her mourning into joy, the 
darkness fled, the day returned, and peace and comfort again 
filled her heart. She could now praise the Lord for every prov- 
idence, and even for removing her little Jane, as it had brought 
her nigher him than ever. But she was not to stay long behind 
her. 

Being seized with the consumption, she soon lost all hopes of 
recovering. On taking medicine, she often observed, ‘‘if it will be 
of any service to. me it is my duty to take it; and though I feel 
that I have no tie to earth, if it is the Lord’s will, I am willing to 
stay and suffer a little longer with my family—his will and not mine 
be done.” As her disease progressed, her case became particu- 
larly trying: A large family of small children were daily passing 
in and out before her, and her husband’s watchful care rendered 
the thought of parting more painful; but she could view death ad- 
vancing, and anticipated the separation that must take place with 
the utmost composure. “ True,” said she, “my children are 
small and dear to me, but I am not afraid to trust them in the 
hands of the Lord; he gave them to me, I can now give them 
back to him: and as to myself my way is clear, my hope is full of 
immortality.” 

Many interesting seasons passed in her illness not unworthy of 
notice; but now equally so with her last hours. In the early part 
of her afflictions, she frequently expressed a fear that she might 
not meet death with sufficient: fortitude, but as she advanced she 
gathered strength, her fears all fled, and her soul confidently trust- 
ed in the Lord. : 

In her afflictions I always found her devout and resigned, but a 
few days before her death I called on her and found her deeply 
sensible of God’s love. She spoke most feelingiy of his care and 
goodness towards her during her affliction: Saying, “Tis his grace 
that has supported me through all; yes my Lord thou hast stood by 
me in six troubles, and 1 am willing to trust thee in the seventh, 
even in death.” Her soul was filled with gratitude, and with up- 
lifted eyes and hands she praised the Lord. She lingered but a 
few days longer. Her disease took an unfavourable turn, and I 
was sent for. When I came to her bedside, I found her nearly 
gone, rapidly sinking into the arms of death, but happy and tri- 
umphant. I said to her, my sister, How are you? She replied, 
‘‘almost gone.” JI said, I hope all is well with you. She plea- 
singly responded, ‘all is well. Glory to God! All is well! 1 am 
going to rest.” One of her unconverted neighbours entered her 
room, and seeing him, she said, “ Mr. C. it is nothing to die. 
QO! seek the Lord. You see it is nothing to die, if we have re- 
Jigion, and we may all have it, for Jesus died for all.” 

‘ Jesus can make a dying bed, 
Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 


Whilst on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.” 
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“QO! sing! sing! Jesus can make a dying bed, &c.”” We com- 
menced singing. She sang with us as long and as loud as her 
strength would admit. But when she came to the verse having 
the words, Jesus can, &c. she could no longer sing—overwhelmed 
with a sense of the divine presence and goodness, she lifted her 
hands, clasped them together, and shouted aloud. It was truly 
interesting and affecting to witness the scene. She called her 
seven children to her one at a time,—gave them her dying bless- 
ing—took farewell of them, and gave them up to the care of the 
Lord, saying, the “ Lord gave you to me, I now give you back 
to him:” and this with cheerful resignation without one sorrowful 
tear. She then called her friends that were present by name, 
embraced them in her arms, and bid them farewell: saying, ‘ O! 
how I love you! but I can leave you.” She turned to her weep- 
ing companion, and said, “ farewell my dear, I am going to rest. 
Yes, glory to God! I am going to rest.” Such was her rapture of 
joy, that she shouted away her strength and voice. After this 
she could only whisper, but she whispered the breath of prayer 
or praise, while peace and comfort sat sweetly smiling in her 
coantenance. After remaining in this state for a short time, her 
husband felt her pulse; to whom she said, “‘ Are they most gone?” 
being answered in the negative, she observed, she was almost 
afraid her patience would fail, and requested us to pray with her. 
We did so: she prayed most fervently, and afterwards lay com- 
posed until the next morning, Monday 22d April, when she fell 
sweetly asleep in Jesus, without a struggle or a groan. As she 
sank into the arms of death, she lifted her hands in token of vic- 
tory, and whispered, “O how I long to be gone ;” and then left 
us. But so strong were her consolations in death, that her coun- 
tenance evinced to all who saw her, that she sweetly slept in 
Jesus. 

Thus lived and died our beloved sister Ackerman, in the 36th 
year of her age, after having devoted nearly twenty years of her 
life to God. She closed the scene in peace—rejoicing that 
ever she was born to die. She is gone: but gone to rest. While 
living she possessed every virtue and qualification calculated to 
render her useful and dear to all who knew her. She was the 
true friend, the dutiful child, the tender mother, the loving wife, 
and true help mate, the devout and humble Christian. Though 
dead she will long live in the memory of manv, who with tears | 
followed her to the silent grave. 
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CHRIST THE TRUE NAZARITE. 


Scripture Ikustrated. 


ened 


CHRIST THE TRUE NAZARITE. 


A Nazarene, i.e. a native or inhabitant of the town of 
Nazureth, and also, 4: Nazarite. Both these senses of the word 
are, I apprehend, referred to in that famous passage of St. Mat. 
11. 23, And he (Joseph) came and dwelt at Nazareth, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the Prophets, He (Christ) shall be 
called, i. e. he shall not only be esteemed and called, but he shall 
really be, NaQweasos. Now there is no prophecy in the Old-Tes- 
tament, wherein it is foretold, that Christ should be so much as 
an inhabitant of Nazareth, and it was expressly predicted that he 
should be born at Bethlehem: But as Vathanael objected, John i. 
47, Can any good thing come out of Nazareth? (comp. John vii. 
41, 42, 52,) so we find the Jews calling our Saviour Nafwgasos 
or Nazarene in contempt, John xviii. 5. Acts vi. 14. Comp. 
John xix. 19. And their taking occasion from our Lord’s abode 
at Nazareth, to apply the epithet of Neweass to him in this op- 


probrious sense, was, indeed, agreeable to those many prophecies 
in which it was foretold, that the Messiah should be treated in a 


contemptuous and reproachful manner :+ But this is not all; for 
by the observation in St. Matthew, somewhat further and more 
determinate seems to be intended than merely that Christ should 
thus meet with contempt and reproach. And accordingly in the 
greater number of passages wherein the title Na{wgasos or Na{aenvos 
is ascribed to Christ, it is plain that nothing opprobrious was in- 
tended. See Mark i. 24. xvi. 6. Luke iv. ‘34. xxiv. 19. John 
xviii. 5. Acts ii. 22. iii. 6. iv. 10. xxii. 8. The Vulgate ren- 
ders Najwexios in Mat. ii. 23, by Nazareus, which is used for a 
Nazarite in Jud. xiii. 5, 7. xvi. 17. Lam. iv. 7. of that version; 
and the Greek word answering to the Heb. Nazarim, and to the 
Eng. Vazarites, is spelt with an », NaGegues;, in Theodotion’s ver- 
sion of Amos ii. 12, as in Mat. : 

The Nazarite, the particulars of whose vow we have Num. vi. 
is, I think, by all Christians allowed to have been a lively and 
striking representative of Christ; and { many of the qualifications 
ascribed to the Redeemer in the Prophets may be reduced to the 
correspondent typical qualifications of the legal Nazerite. It was 
then in effect foretold, not by one, but by the Prophets in gene- 
ral (die rw Teo%nrw, as St. Matthew says,) that Christ should not 
only be despised and rejected of men, but also that, notwithstand- 


+t See Whitby on Mat. 
t See an ingenious Treatise entitled, The Creation, the Ground-work of Reve- 


lation, &c. printed at Edinburgh, 1750, p. 60, and seqt. 








CHRIST THE TRUE NAZARITE. 451 


ing this contempt and ill-treatment, he should be the * real Vaz- 
arite, the great Antitype of that emblematic character. +‘ So 
that whilst the Jews and Romans were calling him in contempt 
Nafweasos and Najagnvos, the Nazarean and Nazarene, the provi- 
dence of God was at the same time pointing him out as the true 
Nazartte, from the circumstance of his dwelling in that city or 
town which had been prophetically, with a view, no doubt, to this 
important event, called Vazareth, or the CITY. of the Vazarite : 
Even as Pilate by the title on. our Lord’s cross proclaimed him 
both to Jews and Gentiles to be Jehovah the Saviour, 6 Nalweasos, 
the expected King of the Jews, though doubtless he intended by 
this inscription to deride and blast his pretensions. See John 
xix. 19, 20.” 

Dr. Clarke, on the Gospels, thus paraphrases Mat. ii. 23. 
“And there (i. e. in Galilee) he dwelt in the city Nazareth. 
From whence Jesus was called a Nazarite: As the Prophets had 
foretold that he should de, in several senses of that word; and 
particularly, as it was prophesied in those words, Judg. xiii. 5. 
which were spoken of Samson, as a type of Christ: He shall be 
a Nazarite from the womb.” On which text of Judges the Doc- 
tor subjoins this Note: “ This place, though scarce taken notice 
of by Commentators, seems to be more immediately respected by 
the Evangelist than those where only the word Nerzer or Nezer 
is used in different senses.” Thus Dr. Clarke. Diodati, however, 
not to mention others, had, in his Italian Translation, taken very 

articular notice of Judg. xiii. 5; and on the expression, by the 
Prophets, Mat. ii. 23, has the following Annotation, which I sub- 
mit to the reader’s consideration and judgment: ‘These words, 
says he, are not found any where else, except in Judg. xiii. 5, 
concerning Samson: who in many particulars of his life was a 
figure of Christ: and it is credible that the Prophets, in their 
teaching, taught that the true Samson of the Church and the Naz- 
arite of God, should be the Messiah, whose perfect sanctification 
had been prefigured by the ancient Vazarites, Num. vi. 2. And 
because Christ was mystically possessed of the truth of this char- 
acter, the providence of God moreover willed that he should bear 
its name, which was unwittingly and equivocally imposed on him 
through popular scorn, from the name of the despicable city 


where he dwelt.”—Parkhurst. 


* See Wetslein on Mat. ii. 23, and the learned Spearman's Letters on the LXX, 


&c. Let. MI. p.257,andseqt.  , 
tSee Heb. and Eng. Lexicon under Nezer II. 
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A SHORT MEMOIR OF MRS. SARAH WOOD. 


The Grace of God Manifested. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


A SHORT MEMOIR OF MRS. SARAH WOOD. 


Mrs. Saran Woop, the subject of this memoir, was the 
daughter of Mr. Robert Earls. She was born in the town of 
Chatham, state of New-York, in the year 1791. In the early 
part of her life, she removed with her parents to the province of 
Upper-Canada. Being destitute of the advantages of a religious 
education in this newly settled country, she lived in the total 
neglect of her duty to God, until it pleased Him to send the Me- 
thodist preachers to the neighbourhood where she resided. It ap- 
pears that they went in the fulness of the gospel of peace, for God at- 
tended the word to the hearts of the people; and it proved the pow- 
er of God unto salvation to the greater part of the neighbourhood. 
Our worthy sister was one of the first fruits of this happy revival. 
She became a member of the church of God, in which she lived 
and died. We might say much of the excellent qualities which 
discovered themselves in this blessed saint of God ever after her 
first experience in religion. She maintained a constant conformi- 
ty to the doctrine and discipline of the gospel. She was deeply 
pious; joyful without levity, sober without melancholy, zealous 
vithout fanaticism, holding faith and a good conscience, and 
pressing forward for the whole mind that was in Christ. 

In this situation I found her on my arrival at the Augusta cir- 
cuit. In consequence of making her dwelling my home, I be- 
came more particularly acquainted with her Christian virtues. | 
hardly dare to venture on a description of what I have seen and 
heard of our departed friend. She was truly a pattern of pa- 
tience, resignation, and of confidence. Fervent in her devotions, 
abundant in works of mercy and benevolence. She was plain in 
her dress and manners, constant in her friendships, faithful and 
mild in her admonitions to the ungodly. In her death, the Church 
militant has lost an ornament; her husband an invaluable com- 
panion, and her little children a tender and pious mother. Du- 
ring my acquaintance with her [ have never discovered any thing 
wrong in her temper or conduct, but have been led to adinire the 
assemblage of virtues which shone forth in all her deportment. 
She was noted for her kindness to the preachers and their fami- 
lies; for whenever she heard that they were in want, she could 
neither eat nor sleep til] some relief was administered. But her 


charity was not confined to preachers or their families; for in 
her the poor found a constant friend, and the stranger a lodging 
in her dwelling. 
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In the month of March last, death made its first appearance in her 
family ; and took a promising infant daughter from her embrace, 
which seemed to draw her nearer to God, and to increase her de- 
sires after heaven. Her own health had been declining for some 
months; but it was not until May last, that all our hopes of her 
recovery were given up. . To mention all the gracious words 
which proceeded from her lips during her last illness, would make 
this account too prolix. At one time I asked her if she enter- 
tained any doubt of-her acceptance with God? “O No,” said she, 
‘How can I doubt the power and goodness of that God, who has 
supported me so long’ I have given up husband—my children— 
my all to my God, and shall I withhold mysclf? O brother! I find 
we two are so joined, he’ll not live in glory and leave me be- 
hind!” In this frame of mind she continued till the messenger 
arrived to change her state of existence, which was on the 2d day 
of June, 1821. In the morning it was observed she was dying. 
Her friends were called in to take their final farewell. Her pulse 
were gone, and the blood had settled under her nails. Being 

resent, I asked, are you resigiied to the decree of heaven? 
**O yes,” said she, “the welcome day has at last arrived: J am 
going, and I believe I shall go happy.” She then requested pray- 
er. After prayer we sung a hymn, in which she joined, aud was 
distinctly heard. Soon after she was taken with violent agues 
and distress in breathing. During these paroxysms, she appear 
ed in deep anxiety; but said little. She only requested io be 
changed in her position. Although dying she had some intervals, 
which she employed In exhorting her uncenverted brethren and 
friends to seek religion. About 2 o’clock, p. m. she expressed 
a desire to see her little children. They were brought into the 
room, over whom she dropped the fond tear of a dying mother, 
and commended them to the protection of the Father of spirits. 
Soon after this she fell into a stupor. Being still sensible of her 
situation, she said to her friends, “ if I should say no more, have 
I given you sufficient evidence that I have gone to heaven?” 
Being told she had, she said no more till about nine o’clock in 
the evening. Being sensible that death was about to dissolve the 
mortal body, in her struggle she called for me. I pressed through 
the crowd of anxious friends, to her bed-side. She bade me ‘an 
affectionate farewell, and then called for her brothers, and in a 
manner which will never be forgotten, took her leave of them. 
She then exclaimed, “ glory to (sod in the highest! O blessed 
Jesus! Come,—Come Lord Jesus! O death where is thy sting! 
O grave where is thy victory! O blessed Jesus! Come quickly ;” 
and bringing her hands together, with a smile, she again exclaim- 
ed, “Victory! Victory!” The smile continued on her counte- 
nance for half an hour after she ceased to breathe. Her affec- 
tionate husband in broken accents, said, farewell. ‘The whole as- 
sembly present seemed pressing into eternity. Some shouting 
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victory, others glory, glory,—while others were crying for mercy. 
This is some of the fruit of what God has wrought by the labours 
of his servants in Canada. May God increase the work of holiness 
in the church, that all the members thereof, like our departed sis- 
ter, may prove victorious in the end. T. Goopwin. 


——ee? 36 a 


Miscellaneous. | 


For the Methodist Magazme. 


YHE IMPORTANCE OF STUDY TO A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 
(Continued from page 421.) 


5. To be thoroughly furnished, with arguments from the 
external evidences of the truth of divine revelation, for a com- 
plete defence against the assaults of your adversaries, add to your 
other acquirements a knowledge of Geocraruy. By having a 
general map of the world impressed upon your mind, you will 
have an intelligent view of those geographical notices so frequent- 
ly mentioned in scripture, and can comprehend, with greater ac- 
curacy, those historical details with which the book of God 
abounds. Geography is the handmaid of history, and therefore 
they must be constantly united together ; and they are two “great 
lights”? which shed their mutual lustre upon the truths of divine 
revelation. By the aid of this science you can follow, with great- 
er satisfaction, the flight of Abraham from his kindred, and mark 
the journeyings of Jacob and his sons; can understandingly trace 
the peregrinations of the Israelites through the “ howling wilder- 
ness,” until their final settlement in Canaan; and can delightfully 
regale yourself among the hills and vallies of Palestine, amidst 
ancient prophets and bards, who spoke so loftily and sung so mex 
lodiously in the name of God. A knowledge of geography will 
fit you for a companion of the twelve Apostles in their missionary 
flights through the vast Roman Empire; and you can alternately 
sail and walk with St. Paul through Greece, Spain and Italy, and 
witness the prostration of idolatry, before the progress and tri- 
umph of Christianity. With joy you may follow the banners of 
the cross, while they extend their peaceful influence over northern 
and southern latitudes, and eastern and western longitudes, and 
behold the * North and the south, the east and the west, re- 
sign their sons and daughters to God.” By the help of this 
science you can accompany the modern missionaries into the four 
quarters of the globe, see them enter the idolatrous temples of 
Asia, and, from the altars of their gods, gently draw their deluded 
priests and votaries, from their bloody sacrifices to the altar of the 
living and true God. You may tread the burning soil of Africa, 
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the land of ignorance and oppression, and from thence wing your 
way through the kingdoms of Europe, the theatre of those mighty 
events which astonish the world; and visit, in-your imagination, 
those favoured cities where benevolence sits enthroned amidst 
opulence and luxury, exerting its godlike energies to send the 
hallowed Word to the ends of the earth. And after taking this 
mighty circuit, and having minutely examined the places through 
which you have passed, you may return to refresh yourself in the 
pleasant fields, shadowy groves, and populous cities and villages of 
your own happy land, in which, indeed, your joy and exultation 
may be moderated by roaming through the wilderness, and wit- 
nessing the degradation and wretchedness of our numerous Indian 
Tribes. ; 

But what, say you, has geography to do with the study of di- 
vinity ? Is a minister of Jesus Christ, whose principal work it is 
to save souls, called upon to survey the world—to mark the lati- 
tude and longitude of places—to estimate the width and breadth, 
and to notice the geographical and relative situations of kingdoms 
and empires—to distinguish between islands and continents, prom- 
ontories, bluffs, isthmus’, capes, mountains, vallies and plains— 
between seas, lakes, bays, gulfs, rivers and fountains—to enu- 
merate the number of inhabitants in the world, with their cities 
and villages? What has all this to do with divinity ° 


.. Inreply I would ask, Has not God made all these things? And 


has not the Holy Spirit often mentioned them? And.if it be not 
beneath the dignity of the Holy Spirit to mention them, is it be- 
neath the notice of His ministers to understand something con- 


cerning them? The world is the grand theatre on which the won- 


derous acts of the Almighty are pourtrayed, and which continu- 
ally exhibits marks of His omnipotence, of His wisdom and good- 
ness. And to have a comprehensive view of these, must we not 
have a knowledge of the extent, the boundaries, and the produc- 
tions of the terraqueous globe? It is not only necessary that we 
understand the terms themselves, but, as far as possible, the na- 
ture and situation of the things described. When we read of the 
‘cedars of Lebanon,” of the “ dew of Hermon,” of the “ moun- 
tains of Ararat,” of the “city of Babylon, Nineveh, Tyre, and of 
Rome,” of the “ deserts of Arabia,” or of the “land of Ham,” 
of the “River Euphrates,” and the “great” or Meditterranean 
Sea, unless we have a geographical knowledge of those things 
and places, they are mere empty sounds to us; but by spreading 
a map of the world before us, in which we behold their situation 
and extent, the understanding is fed. With the aid of this science, 
with what pious wonder and delight can we follow the Israelites 
from the haughty court of Pharaoh, to Pi-hahiroth, and listen to 
their plaintive cries, while beholding the pursuit of their lordly 
task-masters; and with silent awe hear the inspiring words of their 
intrepid leader, “ Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation 
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of the Lord.” With them we may exult to find that the Red Sea, 
or Arabian gulf, presents no barrier to their passage into the 
deserts of Arabia. And if any caliver should ask us how we 
know that this course led them into that wilderness, we present 
him with a geographical description of the country. We will 
shew him the mountains which rise on either side of the Camp of 
the Israelites, and the strait over which they passed into the lonely 
desert; and then point to the finger of God which led them on their 
way. And how completely have the geographical notices of mod- 
ern travellers confirmed all that the Scriptures have asserted res- 
pecting this dreary desert! of the land of Canaan, and of the ad- 
joining countries! 

It is not merely for the purpose of understanding geography as 
a science, separately and independently considered, that I would 
have you make yourself acquainted with it; but on account of 
the intimate connection it has with the authenticity as well as il- 
lustration of the sacred writings, and for the purpose of affording 
you a comprehensive view of the unlimited perfections of Jeho- 
vah, as displayed in the works of His hands. 

But it is unnecessary to enlarge upon this subject. Neither 
need you multiply books. Morse’s Universal Geography, his 
Gazetteer, with a good Atlas always at hand, and the Geograph- 
eal Excursions by the Editor of Calmet, will be quite sufficient 
for your purpose. I will only further remark, that in reading 
history, your improvement in historical knowledge will depend 
much upon having a map continually before you, that you may 
survey the places of which you read, and mark their positive and 
relative situation. 

Many other branches of knowledge might be mentioned, as 
having a collateral bearing upon the evidence and illustration of 
sacred scripture. How does the knowledge, for instance, of As- 
TRONOMY, tend to enlarge our view of the Creator’s glory in his 
wonderful works! Ifthe ‘‘ Heavens declare the glory of God 
and the firmament shew his handy work ;” if the sun, moon, 
and stars proclaim His ineffable majesty, how must the pleasure 
of contemplating these heavens, these resplendent luminaries of 
day and night, be heightened by a knowledge of their number, 
of their magnitude, of their distance from each other, of their 
continual revolutions, and of their attractive and repulsive influ- 
ence! While the uninformed stupidly gaze upon these stupendous 
evidences of infinite power and wisdom, the devout astronomer 
looks with rapture, because they afford him a mirror through 
which the perfections of Jehovah are reflected upon his under- 
standing. Hence the pithy saying of the Christian Poet, 


“ An undevout astronomer is mad.” 


The scientific astronomer can reconcile the miraculous standing 
still of the sun upon Gibeon, and of the moon in the valley of Aja- 
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ion, with the modern system of Astronomy ;* and can prove that 
the darkness mentioned by the Evangelists, as having taker place 
at the Saviour’s crucifixion, was altogether supernatural. Fergu- 
son will give you a compendious view of this sublime science. 

Thus much for the external evidence of the authority of divine 
revelation. ‘That course of study which leads to a just perception 
of the internal evidence, shall be attended to in the next number. 
This shall be concluded by remarking, that the formal argument 
in defence of the truth of Christianity, should be used sparingly. 
To be perpetually dwelling upon it, betrays an affectation of learn- 
ing, not compatible with the modesty and gravity of the Christian 
ministry ; and also implies a doubtfulness in the hearer which he 
is not willing any should suspect him to indulge. The humane 
and skilful warrior will only use his sword when necessary to de- 
fend himself. In general, unless a course of lectures be appoint- 
ed expressly for the purpose of establishing the divine authority 
of the sacred writings, it is best to take for granted that your 
hearers believe them; and therefore, instead of stopping to prove 
them true, urge their tremendous importance upon the consciences 
of your auditors. ‘The majesty of truth will always command the 
reverence of the candid, and its inimitable charms, if permitted 
to shine in their own lustre, wil] attract the attention of the wise 
and good. ‘Those who refuse to comply with its stern demands, 
leave to contend with the upbraiding language of their alarmed 
consciences in the best way they can. , 


* See Dr. A. Clarke on this place. 
(To be Continued.) 


-_-—_—_- 
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(Continued from page 424.) 
LETTER VI. 
To the Rev. Doctor William Morice, Secretary, in London, to the Society for the 
propagation of the gospel. 

Rev. anp Worruy Sir, 

My last respects to you were the 24th of February last, to 
which please to be referred. 

Since this period-the labours of my mission have considerably 
increased, as I now statedly preach at about forty places, in the 
counties of Sussex, Morris, Essex, and Hunterdon, in Jersey, and 
in Northampton county, Pennsylvania. One eighth of my time 
I devote to the Society’s Mission at Newark and Second river, by 
reason this Church hath not its Missionary to officiate to them at 
present; and the Rev. Mr. Beach favours this congregation with 
some of his services. : 

Iam happy to mention, that my endeavours to promote reli- 
gion, are not unsuccessful ; the church here flourishes; not only 
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doth it increase in numbers, but, I am persuaded, in undissembled 
piety. I have lately published a sermon on regeneration; 1200 
copies of it, by subscription, have been dispersed in various parts 
of the country, and I have reason to conclude that this discourse, 
and my other publications, have been instrumental in advancing 
the interests of religion, among various sects and denominations of 
Christians. , 

Within the year past, I have baptised forty-six white, and three 
black adults; one hundred and ninety-three white, and eight 
black infants ; buried two, and married ten couple. 

I have drawn on John Bacon, Esq. for thirty pounds sterling, 
in favour of Mr. Charles Ogden. 

I am, 
Reverend and worthy Sir, 
Your and the Society’s much obliged, 
And very humble Servant, 
Susser County, 24th Feb. 1783. Uzat Oapen, 


LETTER VII. 


To Mr. William Hutchinson ; Mr. Ozias and Mrs. Ensley; Mr. James Britain; Mr. 
John Butler, and every one who formerly were of my congregation, at 


r 


Knowltown, and who are now al New-York. 


My Dear Frienps, 


Tue sincere regard I entertain for your present and fu- 
ture happiness, occasions my taking the liberty thus to address 


The period hath arrived, on the commencement of peace, 
wherein you are about to take your departure from these parts ; 
and it is probable, never more shall we behold each other in this 
life ; never again join together in social worship in Sussex coun- 
ty! Often do I contemplate the happy seasons we have enjoyed 
in the sanctuary at Knowltown; and frequently have I mourned 
your absence from us at the church. But we say, and we trust 
it is also your language, The will of God be done !—Let us be 
submissive; let us be resigned.to the dispensations of Divine 
Providence, and assure ourselves, that “ all things shall terminate 
for the good of those who love God.” 

But, do we, indeed, love God! Fear we not then the displea- 
sure of man! Do you leave your country? But your Cod will 
not leave you! He will go with you! He will comfort you when 
in sorrow! Be your strength in weakness, and your light in dark- 
ness! “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro through the 
whole earth to shew himself strong in behalf of those whose heart 
is perfect towards him!” Yes! the “ Lord is a present help in 
time of trouble!” And the truly righteous are as precious to him 


as “the apple of his eye!” 





RELIGIOUS LETTERS. 439 


And when you left us were not you “truly righteous?” But 
how is it with respect to the state of your souls at present? Hath 
the noise of war silenced in you the voice of religion? Bear with 
the inquiry ! And if any of you are sensible you have “lost your 
first love” to Jesus, O! let me call on you ; with ardent affection 
beseech you, to “repentand do again your first works” of Piety! 
Remember the Almighty beholds with detestation a disposition 
of lukewarmness! Remember that religion is, at least, as impor- 
tant to you now as formerly. And consider too, that death and 
judgment are nearer to you, and may be, even at the door. O! 
how will you escape the severest sufferings, if you shall neglect, 
finally neglect, that salvation so dearly purchased, and yet so free- 
ly offered, and which once you affected so highly to esteem! 
How will you deplore your folly, if through the temptations of 
the world, the flesh, or the devil, you shall permit yourselves to 
be diverted from the acquisition of the “one thing needful ;” 
—the unfeigned practice of religion; a lively faith in the cgm- 
passionate Saviour ; sanctity of heart ; a conformity in your lives 
to the divine commands. : . . 

I do not, however, thus write, as though I had been informed 
that ‘ the love of any of you towards God hath waxed cold.” No! 
Permit me humbly to hope it hath been the reverse with you. 
That your faith in Christ increaseth in strength. That your 
charity more and more aboundeth towards God-and to all men. 
And that your hopes of salvation have daily greater stability, and 
afford you greater consolation. That you are resolved by divine 
assistance, to “make your calling and election sure.” That, 
hourly, you more sensibly experience that “the ways of God 
are the ways of pleasantness, and that all his paths are paths of 

eace.”” : 
. But whatever progress you may have made in grace, I hope, 
in friendship, you will receive the following articles of advice, 
though to you they may be unnecessary. 

1. I would recommend, that you would, by the word of God, 
examine yourselves whether you be in the faith. : 

2. That you depend on Jesus for every spiritual and divine 
blessing you require, as “in him, and in him only, dwelleth all 
fulness” of pardon and grace, and power for the benefit of sinful, 
feeble men. 

3. That you piously resolve, to be wholly devoted to that good 
and gracious God who hath made you, and who continually sus- 
tains and preserves you. ° 

4. That you omit no opportunity to attend on the public wor- 
ship of Almighty God. 

5. That frequently, with seriousness and attention, you read 
the holy scriptures. Sek 

6. That you daily pray with your families, and retire, at least 
twice each day, to your closets, and “ there pray to your heaven- 
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ly Father who seeth in secret;” and through the day, be often 
offering up ejaculatory petitions to God. 

7. That you “ remember to keep holy the sabbath-day.” 

8. That you religiously endeavour “to bring up your children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

9. That, with the greatest care, you avoid “all idle speaking 
and indecent jesting,” so offensive to God and unprofitable to 
yourselves and others. 

10. That you be humble, circumspect, and discreet in all your. 
ways; and in your actions, continually advert to the holy life of 
our blessed Saviour. 

11. That you often meditate on the four last things. 

12. That you ever consider yourselves as in the presence of 
that God, who hateth iniquity and loveth righteousness. 

But my paper doth not permit only to add, that lam happy to 
say, that my labours in the Lord are considerably blessed in this 
county; that several sinners appear seriously to inquire, ‘‘ What 
they shall do to be saved?” That I most fervently commend you 
to the care of divine Providence, and that I am, 

My dear friends, 
Yours most affectionately, 
Uzat Ocpen. 
Vewtown, 24th April, 1783. 


LETTER VIL. 
To Mr. Woolman Hickson, a Methodist Preacher 


Dear Sir, 

Your kind letter [ have received by Mr. Mair ; and it is 
with pleasure I now devote a moment, in this way, to converse 
with you. 

Believe me, Mr. Hickson, I have a most affectionate regard 
for you. Your many good and engaging qualities attach you to 
me very sensibly, and “though absent in body, I shall often be 
present with you in spirit;”’ and, I hope, not unmindful of you in 
my addresses to our heavenly Father. And, O! Sir, let me be 
so happy as to be favoured, and that continually, with an interest 
in your petitions at the throne of divine grace! | 

I cannot but admire your zeal in forsaking all earthly conside- 
rations; all worldly connexions and prospects, for Jesus! and 
this too in the flower of youth! The sacrifice, on your part, is 
great; but remember the oblation of our blessed Saviour, was. in- 
finitely superior to this: And as he hath “bought us with a 
price,”—a price above all earthly computation, let us consider 
that we are, indeed, his, in every respect, and rejoice to render 
him his own. And is it not an honour; an unspeakable favour, 


that he will deign to employ us in the gospel vineyard? That he 
will graciously compensate our imperfect services with a reward 
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that is ineffable, divine, eternal? Though conscious, “ when we 
have done all which is in our power to do for God, we are but 
unprofitable servants,” yet are we permitted to have “respect to 
the recompence of reward.” Let this support us under every 
pressure of affliction; knowing that tribulation also, will ‘ work 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory !” Let the 
thoughis of a celestial crown animate us likewise to act with re- 
doubled vigour in the service of our divine Master. And O! let 
us consider that his eye is ever upon us, and that he will demand, 
with severity demand, an improvement of each talent committed 
to our care. Let us be mindful of the day wherein we must 
‘render an account of our stewardship;” consider the happiness 
of the plaudit, “ Well done thou good and faithful servant; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord!” And contemplate the unhappi- 
ness of the sentence, “‘O! thou wicked and slothful servant,” &c. 
Are we dead to the world ? Let us, therefore, be alive to Christ! 
Have we devoted ourselves to God? Let us not then, in any 
sort, be the servants of the evil one. O! my dear sir, let us re- 
member, that, as we have, in affection, relinquished the earth, if 
we shall not gain heaven, “ we shall be of all men most misera- ‘ 
ble.” How great will be our infelicity, if we lose the favour i 
of man and do not enjoy the friendship of God. If we shall 
endure the frowns both of heaven and earth. Be it, therefore, 
eur highest concernment to please God. Let “ our treasure,” 
truly, “be above.” And let us esteem our real character to be 
that “ of strangers and pilgrims in the world, having here no con- 
tinuing city.” 

And O! blessed Jesus! Our dear Lord and Master! Look 
down from heaven upon us, thy unworthy servants, and behold 
us inlove. O! incline and enable us, in an acceptable manner, 
to do thy most sacred will., Lord! ever be with us. Always 
support us in our attempts to promote thy glory and the salvation 
ef men! And ever inspire us with such wisdom, meekness, pa- 
tience, fortitude, diligence, piety and zeal, as shall be pleasing in 
thy sight. 

But jet me reply to some particulars in your letter. I rejoice 
in the prosperity of religion at the southward; and to be inform- 

--~<@d that my sermon, at Black-river, against bigotry, hath been 
useful. | 

{ suppose some, perhaps many, unfriendly things are spoken > 
of me on account of the countenance I shew your people ; but J 
can truly say, “it is a stall matter with me, to be thus judged 
of man’s judgment.” I trust, in this instance, I have a conscience 
void of offence towards God, and all rational, pious men. 

I have formed some religious societies, and believe they will 
be singularly useful, and prosper in the Lord; they are, how- 

ever, evil spoken of by some, by reason it is by them conceived 
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462 ARROGANCE AND MODESTY CONTRASTED. 


they are methodistical! How dreadful to the ears of some persons, 
is the sound of the word Methodist. 

My paper permits me only to add that you have my ardent 
pray ers for your prosperity, and success in the gospel, and that 

an, 

Dear Sir, 
With undissembled affection, 
Your very humble servant in Christ Jesus, 
Uza Oepen. 
Newtown, 25th April, 1783. 


(To be continued.) 





ARROGANCE AND MODESTY CONTRASTED. 


Oardan, and Sir Isaac Newton. 


Carpan, though a man both of real talent and industry, was 
vain-glorious to excess, “I am (said he) admired by many nations; 
an infinite number of panegyrics, both in prose and verse, have 
been composed to celebrate my fame. I was born to release the 
world from the manifold errors under which it groaned. What I 
have found out, could not be discovered either by my predeces- 
sors or my contemporaries ; and that is the reason why those au- 
thors, who write any thing worthy of being remembered, scruple 
not to own that they are indebted to me forit. I have composed a 
book on the dialetic art, in which there is neither one superfluous 
letter, nor one daleiant. I finished it in seven days, which 
seems a prodigy. Yet where is the person to be found, who 
can boast of having become master of its doctrines in a year? 
And he that shall have comprehended it in that time, must appear 
to have been instructed by a familiar demon.” Whether it was 
a disease or a demon, which puffed up and swelled Cardan with 
all this arrogance, we shall not determine, but the poet’s language 
was never more applicable, 


. Almighty vanity, to thee men owe, 
Their zest of pleasure, and their balm of woe. 


Sir Isaac Newton was indisputably one of the greatest philoso- 
phers the world ever produced, and as his epitaph states, may be 
regarded as the ornament of the human race. Yet he made no 
arrogant claims of deference, no high pretensions to superiority. 
A]l his passions were under the strictest controul, and he even 
seemed the only person in company, who was a stranger to his 
own wonderful attainments. In contemplating the intellectual 
qualities of this pre-eminent philosopher, we scarcely know whe- 

ier most to admire, the depth of his penetration, the wide and al- 
most boundless range of his inventions, or the unwearied dili- 
gence of his application. ‘lo the last of these qualities he con- 
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sidered himself to have been chiefly indebted for his scientific 
discoveries; for one of his biographers states, that when on a 
certain occasion he was complimented by one of his friends on 
his extraordinary genius, he replied, “ that if he had done any 
thing worthy of notice, it was rather to be attributed to patience 
of thought than to any native of superiority of mind; for (added 
he) I accustom myself in my researches to keep the subject con- 
stantly before me, and wait till the first dawnings open slowly by 
little and little into a full and clear light.” He told Dr. Pearce 
“‘that he had spent thirty years at intervals in reading over all 
the authors, or parts of authors, which could furnish him with ma- 
terials for his Otednobaa of Ancient Kingdoms, and that he had 
re-written the work sixteen times with his own hands.” “ But 
that (says an excellent writer) which reflects the highest honour 
on this great and good man, is, that amidst all his superior talents 
and attainments he retained and manifested the modesty, the self- 
diffidence, and the humility, of a little child.” 

Sir Isaac, it is reported, a little before he died said, “I do not 
know what I seem to the world, but to myself I seem to have 
been only like a boy playing on the sea-shore, amd diverting my- 
self in now and then finding a smoother pebble, or a prettier shell! 
than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered 
before me.”—Thornton’s Anecdotes. 
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ROUSSEAU AND HOWARD. 


Tue confessions of Rousseau, which he boasted as an atone- 
ment for his crimes, and talked of presenting with boldness and 
triumph to the great Judge in the last day are too well known to 
need repeating here. His ambition and insufferable vanity are 
strikingly described by Marmontel, one of his intimate acquaint- 
ances: “Rousseau was wretched like Voltaire, and from the 
same passion. I had seen him in the society of the mgst estima- 
ble men of letters welcomed and esteemed: that was not enough 
for him; their celebrity shaded his, and he thought them jealous. 
To him their kindness was suspicious. He began by distrusting, 
and ended by aspersing them. He had friends in spite of him- 
self: their benevolence was unfortunate to him: he received their 
favours; but he accused them of wishing to humble, to dishon- 
our, to defame him ; and he returned their beneficence with the 
most odious defamation. * In the most tranquil repose he always 
chose to fancy, or affirm, that he was persecuted. His disease 
was to imagine in the most fortuitous events, in the most common 
occurrences, some intention of injuring him, as if in the world all 
the eyes of envy had been fixed upon him. Most certainly at no 
price would I have wished for the condition of Rousseau, he 
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464 ON THE FOLLY OF ATHEISM. | 


could not endure it himself; and after having poisoned his days, 
[I am not at all surprised that he has voluntarily abridged their du- 
ration.” 7 

Such was the irritability, vexation, and misery of a man, whose 
vanity knew no bounds, and who never thought he had received 
due homage. Contrast with this man our own countryman, John 
Howard. Pious, temperate, just and benevolent, he lived for the 
good of mankind. Whilst he was engaged in one of his last per- 
egrinations of charity to the human race, his singular worth had 
made such an impression on the public mind, that a liberal sub- 
scription was entered into to defray the expense of erecting a 
monument to his honour while yet alive. The principles of 
Howard were abhorrent from ostentation ; his services to mankind 
were not baits for praise. When he heard of this scheme, ‘ Have 
I not one friend in England (said he) who would put a stop to 
this proceeding? Alas! our best performances have such a mix- 
ture of sin and folly, that praise is vanity, and presumption, and 
pain to a thinking mind.” Rousseau, after a life of debauchery 
and shame, confesses it to the world, and makes a merit of his 
confession, and even vainly supposes that it will avail him before 
the Judge of all; Howard, after a life of singular devotedness to 
God and benevolence to men, accounted himself an unprofitable 
servant, leaving this his motto for his last testimony—* Christ ts my 
hope.” Can there be any doubt whether of these two was more 
happy in himself, more honourable in the eyes of the wise and 
good, or more useful to mankind r—2b. 


SS 


ON THE FOLLY OF ATHEISM. 


One evening, when Diderot and Roux had outdone each other 
in talking atheism, and had said things to call down a thousand 
thunderbolts on their heads, 7f thunderbolts fell on such occastons ; 
the Abbe Gallani, who had listened patiently to this dissertation, 
said, ‘Gentlemen, gentlemen, allow me to say, that if ] were the 
Pope I would clap you both up in the Inquisition, or if I were king 
of France, in the Bastile ; but having the happiness to ‘be neither, 
I have only to promise to meet you here next Thursday, and I 
hope you will hear my answer as patiently as I have heard you.” 
“Very well,” they all exclaimed, and particularly our atheists, 
“on Thursday.” 7 

Thursday came, and after dinner and coffee, the Abbe gathered 
himself up in an arm-chair, cross-legged like a tailor: and, as the 
weather was hot, holding his wig in his left hand, and gesticula- 
ting with his right, he proceeded as follows : 

‘‘ Let me suppose that one of you, gentlemen, who believe that 
this world is the production of chance, were to go to a gaming 
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table, and your adversary were to throw seize-ace, once, twice, 
thrice—four, five, and six times running, our friend Diderot would 
lose his money, and think the devil was in the dice. Very well, 
the game proceeds and your adversary still goes on thro. ing the 
main of seven, and without variation or interraption wins every 
stake. Diderot will now lose his temper as well as his. money ; 
he will now swear that the dice are loaded, that the adversary is 
a black-leg, and that the house is a hell! Ah, Mr. Philosopher! 
because the same side of the dice came uppermost for ten or a 
dozen times, and you lose a few shillings, you firmly believe that 
is by trick—an art—a combination; in short, by a master swin- 
dler, and his subservient tools; and yet seeing in the universe 
around you millions of combinations, more regular—more difficult 
—more complicated; and all certairi—useful—and beautiful— 
you never suspect that the dice of nature are loaded, that there is 
indeed an art, a combination, and a Master Intelligence above, 
who regulates the great play by his subservient tools, and con- 
founds the reason and the skill of such short-sighted creatures as 


you.”—Memoirs di ’ Abbe Morellet. 


THE SHIPWRECKED MARINER. 


Tuere was living in the west of England a widow lady, who 
was left with a famHy of seven daughters and one son. The 
daughters paid that respect to her which was due to the parent 
that gave them birth; but the son proved disobedient and.refrac- 
tory. After using every means that duty and affection could de- 
vise, and all in vain, the thoughtless youth left the house of a fond 
parent, in hopes of finding pleasure on board a vessel. The poor 
widow’s mind was perpetually agitated by thoughts of her lost 
boy : every breeze that blew increased the anxiety, and seemed 
to bear on its bosom the sad tidings that her boy was no more! 
Being often called to the metropolis, she would inquire of every 
master or mate she met with, whether he could give her any intel- 
ligence of her son. On one occasion she met with a captain, 
and inquiring as usual of him if he knew such a person, describ- 
ing her son, he very imprudently said, ‘ he knew a person of the 
name and description, but that be was at the bottom of the sea; 
and if all like him were there it would be a good thing.” The 
poor mother’s heart was ready to break with grief from the vio- 
lence of such a shock, and it was some time before she could re- 
cover. Agony preyed on her mind, and drank up her spirits : 
at length she resolved to return to the country, and spend her days 
in a seaport town, where she could feed her melancholy by look- 
ing on that ocean that had devoured her child. 
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466. ABORIGINAL AFFECTION. 


Some time after she took up her residence in this place, there 
came to her door a poor distressed sailor, who asked relief, and 
urged his plea by telling her he belonged to a vessel that was 
wrecked, and only himself and one more escaped on some broken 
fragments of the ship toa desolate island. His tale interested her 
mind, and induced her to make further inquiry, when he told her 
he should never forget the time he spent on that island, nor the 
words of his companion. She then asked the name of his fellow- 
sufferer, when a name like that of her son was mentioned. Beg- 
ging of him to describe his person, it appeared the very same. 
“But do you not mistake?” said the mother. ‘ No,” replied 
the man; “and to convince you, I have his book in my bosom, 
and will show it you.” Judge of her surprise, when, on opening 
the cover of a Bible, she discovered her son’s name, written by 
herself! “‘ Will you part with that book?” said she.. ‘ Not for 
the world!” answered. the sailor; “as I closed his dying eyes, 
he gave it me, requesting me to read its contents, telling me that 
he had found it his support in death, and enjoined me with his 
last breath never to part with it. I was then a stranger to its 
worth; but, by reading its solemn truths, I have learned to know 
the Lord, and worlds would not tempt me to part with it !” 


ABORIGINAL AFFECTION. 


Copied from the History of the Expedition to the Rocky Mountains in the year 
1819, under Major Long, of the U. S, Army. 


“In the year 1814, a trader married a beautiful squaw of one of 
the most distinguished families in the Omawhaw nation. This 
match, on the part of the husband, was induced by the following 
circumstances. Being an active, intelligent, and enterprising 
man, he had introduced the American trade to the Missouri In- 
dians, and had gained great confidence among them by his bra- 
very and ingenuous deportment. But he at length perceived 
that his influence was gradually declining, in consequence of the 
presence and wives of many rival traders, to whom his enter- 
prize had opened the way, and that his customers were gradually 
forsaking him. 

Thus circumstanced, in order to regain the ground he had lost, 
he determined to seek a matrimonial alliance with one of the 
most powerful families of the Omawhaws. In pursuance of this 
resolution, he selected a squaw, whose family and friends were 
such as he desired. He addressed himself to her parents, agree- 
ably to the Indian custom, and informed them that he loved their 
daughter, that he was very sorry to see her in the state of poverty 
common to her nation, and although he possessed a wife among 
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the while people, yet he wished to have one also of the Omaw- 
haw nation. If they would transfer their daughter to him in mar- 
riage, he would obligate himself to treat her kindly; and as he 
had commenced a permanent trading establishment in their coun- 
try, he would dwell during a portion of the year with her, and the 
remainder with the white people, as the nature of his occupation 
required. His establishment should be her home, and that of her 
people during her life, as he never intended to abandon the trade. 
In return he expressed his expectation that for this act the nation 
would give him the refusal of their peltries, in order that he might 
be enabled to comply with his engagement to them. He further 
promised that if the match proved fruitful, the children should be 
made known to the white people, and would probably be qualified 
to continue the trade after his death. 

The parents replied with thanks for his liberal offers, and for 
his disposition to have pity on them, they would not object to the 
connexion, and hoped that their daughter would accept of him as 
a husband. 

The parents then retired; and opened the subject to the daugh- 
ter; they assured her that her proposed husband was a great man, 
greater than any of the Omawhaws; that he would do much for 
her and for them—and concluded by requesting her to acquiesce 
in the wishes of the white man. She replied, that all they said 
was without doubt true, and that agreeably to his request, she was 
willing to become his wife. | 

The agreement being concluded, the trader made presents 
agreeably to the custom of the nation, and conducted his interest- 
ing prize to his house. 

The ensuing autumn she had the pleasure to see‘hira return, hav- 
ing now conceived for him the most tender attachment. Upon his 
visit the following season, she presented him with a fine daughter, 
born during his absence, and whom she had nursed with the fond- 
est attention. With the infant in her arms, she had daily seated 
herself on the bank of a river, and followed the downward course 
of the stream with her eye, to gain the earliest notice of his ap- 
proach. Thus time passed on. The second year a father greeted 
a son, and obtained his squaw’s reluctant consent to take their 
daughter with him on’ his return voyage to the country of the 
white people. But no sooner had he commenced his voyage, 
although she had another charge upon which to lavish her caress- 
es, than her maternal fondness overpowered her, and she ran cry- 
ing and screaming along “the river side in pursuit of the boat, 
tearing out her long flowing hair, and appearing to be almost be- 
reft of reason. On her return home she gave away every thing 
she possessed, cut off her hair, went in deep mourning, and re- 
mained inconsolable. She would often say, that she well knew 
her daughter would be better treated than she could be at home ; 
but she could not avoid regarding her own situation to be the 
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same as if the Wahconda [one of their deities] had taken away 
her ofispring for ever. 

_ One day, in company with six other squaws, she was engaged 
in her agricultural labours, her infant boy being secured to his 
cradle-like board, which she had carefully reclined against a 
tree at a short distance. They were discovered by a war par- 
ty of Sioux, who rushed towards them with the expectation of 
gratifying their vengeance by securing their scalps. An- excla- 
mation from her companions directed her attention to the com- 
mon enemy, and in her flight she fled precipitately, but suddenly 
recollected her child—she swiftly returned full in the face of the 
Sioux—snatched her child from the tree, and turned to save its 
life, more precious than her own. She was closely pursued by 
one of the enemy, when she arrived at a fence which separated 
her from the trading house. A moment’s hesitation here would 
have been fatal, and exerting all her strength, she threw the child, 
with its board, as far as she could on the opposite side. 

Four of the squaws were tomahawked, and the others escaped, 
of which number the mother was one, having succeeded in bear- 
ing off her child uninjured. : 

The trader, on his arrival at the settlements, learned that his 
white or civilized wife had died during his absence, and after a 
short interval devoted to the usual formalities of mourning, he 
united his destinies with another and highly amiable lady. The 
second season his wife accompanied him on his annual voyage 
up the Missouri, to his trading house, the abode of his squaw. 

Previously to his arrival, however, he dispatched a messenger 
to his dependents at the trading house, directing them to prevent 
his squaw from appearing in the presence of his wife. She was 
accordingly sent off to the village of her nation, a distance of six- 
ty or seventy miles. But she could not long remain here, and 
soon returned with her little boy on her back, and accompanied 
by some of her friends, she encamped near her husband’s resi- 
dence. She sent her son to the trader, who treated him affec- 
tionately. On the succeeding day the trader sent for his squaw, 
and after making her some presents, he directed her to accom- 
pany her friends who were then on their way to their hunting 


grounds. , 
- She departed without a murmur, as it is not unusual with the 


‘Omawhaws to send off one of their wives, on some oceasions 


while they remain with the favourite one. 
About two months afterwards the trader recalled her. Over- 


joyed with what she supposed to be her good fortune, she lost no 
time in presenting herself before the husband whom she tenderly 
loved. But great was her disappointment, when her husband de- 
manded the surrender of the child, and renounced for the future 
any association with herself, directing her to return to her people, 
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and to provide for her future well being in any way she might 
choose. | . | 

Overpowered by her feelings on this demand and repudiation, 
she run from the house, and finding a periogue on the river, she 
paddled over to the opposite side and made her escape into the 
forest, with her child. The night was cold and attended with a 
fall of snow and hail. Reflecting upon her disconsolate condi- 
tion, she resolved .to return agaia in the morning, and with the 
feelings of a wife and a mother to plead her cause before the ar- 
biter of her fate, and endeavour to mitigate the cruel sentence. 

Agreeably to this determination, she once more approached 
him, upon whom she had claims paramount to those of any other 
individual. “Here is our child,” said she, “Ido not question 
your fondness for him, but he is still more dear to me. -You say 
you will keep him for yourself, and drive me far from you. But 
no, I will remain with him; I can find some hole or corner into 
which I may creep, in order to be near him, and sometimes to 
see him. If you will not give me food, I will nevertheless, re- 
main until I starve before your eyes.” 

The trader then offered her a considerable present, desiring 
her at the same time to go and leave the child. But she said, 
“is my child a dog, that I should sell him for merchandize >— 
You cannot drive me away: you may beat me it is true, and oth- 
erwise abuse me, but I will remain. When you married me, you 
promised to use me kindly, as long as I should be faithful to you; 
that I have been so, no one can deny.—Ours was not a marriage 
contracted for a season, it was to terminate only with our lives. 
I was then a young girl, and might have been united to an Omaw- 
haw chief, but Iam an old woman, having had two children, and 
what Omawhaw will regard me? Is not my right paramount to 
that of your other wife? she had heard of me before you possess- 
ed her. It is true her skin is whiter thaa mine, but her heart 
eannot be more pure towards you, nor her fidelity more rigid.— 
Do not take the child from my breast, I cannot bear to hear it cry, 
and not be present to relieve it; permit me to retain it until the 
Spring, when it will be able to eat, and then, if it must be so, 
take it from my sight, that I may part with it but once.” ‘ 

Seeing her thus inflexible, the trader informed her, that she 
might remain there if she pleased, but that the child should be 
immediately sent down to the settlements. 

The affectionate mother had thus far sustained herself during 
the interview with the firmness of a conscious virtue, and success- 
fully resisted the impulse of her feeling, but nature now yielded, 
the tears coursed rapidly over her cheeks, and clasping her hands, 
and bowing her head, she burst into an agony of grief, exclaiming, 
“‘why did the Wahconda hate me so much as to induce me to 


put my child again into your power.” 


“re 














Cel 


Tati a a 








ease 


5 tial ae 


Tee th 
267 2 se mE: ote tae! APP te ge 4 


oan PLO acca 
pe tava 


Paes <P 
Neat oy ate we ow 


ih PEE aR EN ca 

wd teen naich he sake peeteeer nents: 

PRE RS NE 
Sai La as 


sr ae Rep Bo 





470 


ACCOUNT OF THE WORR OF GOD ON 


The feelings of the unhappy mother were, however, soon re- 
lieved. Mr. Dougherty communicated the circumstances of the 
case to Major O’Fallon, who immediately and peremptorily or- 
dered the restoration of the child to its mother, and informed the 
trader that any further attempt to wrest it from her should be at 
his peril.” 


We sincerely hope that such examples of selfishness, intrigue, 
and barbarous cruelty, are few; and that the public disapproba- 
tion of such flagrant violations of the principles of eternal justice, 
as well as of conjugal fidelity, will stamp the perpetrators of them 
with that infamy, as to consign them to merited disgrace in. a 
Christian community, and finally prevent their repetition. What 
a barrier must such antichristian proceedings present in the way 
of evangelizing the Indian tribes! Well. may they retort, with 
such examples before their eyes, ‘Me no Christian! Devil Chris- 
tian!” Let the civilized whites, who, impelled from motives of 

gain, have intercourse among these untaught barbarians, reflect 
upon the high responsibility which attaches to them, and which, 
in the day of reckoning, must press with tremendous weight upon 
their accusing consciences, 


Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF GOD ON NORTHUMBERLAND DISTRICT. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Northumberland District, September 27, 1822. 
Dear BretTHRen, 


As your excellent Magazine is a medium through which the 
wonderful works of God are ‘published abroad to the no small 
comfort and encouragement of God’s people, 1 transmit to you 
a short account of the great things the Lord has done for us in 
these mountains, particularly since the Sth of August last; and 
you may dispose of it as you think best. 


Through the course of the last year we had great difficulties 
to contend with; but amidst them all, the Great Head of the 
Church was pleased to favour us with his presence, and gave us 
gracious intimations of bis approbation. Our Camp-Meetings 


were thonght by many to be the best they had ever had: we were 
enabled to preserve g good order, which had a tendency to remove 
a great deal of prejudice, and disarm much opposition, and so pre- 
pare the way for greater success this year: but even last year the 
Lord gave us at Jeast one hundred aad fifty souls at our Camp- 
Meetings. 


v 





NORTHUMBERLAND DISTRICT. 4%) 


The preachers came from Conference last spring in the spirit 
of their work, resolved to live and labour for a revival of religion. 
Our first quarterly-meetings were small, the preachers having but 
just come on their circuit, but we had some refreshing seasons = 
and it evidently appeared that Zion began to lift up her head. 
We appointed three Camp-Meetings. ‘Lhe first began August 
Sth, near Concord, Auckwick circyit. Our people did not come 
up to the help ofthe Lord so promptly as we could have wished 
the first day; and when all had fixed their tents, which was not 
until Friday evening, we had only twenty. Indeed our prospects 
were not flattering, and we had to begin our religious exercises 
under inauspicious circumstances. -Though we laboured hard, 
we saw but little fruit of our labour till Sunday evening. At this 
time the gracious Lord pittied our condition, and sent us help 
from on high; and the work broke out in the congregation, and 
precious souls were brought into the liberty of .God’s dear chil- 
dren. Monday was the great day with us, but especially in the 
evening. ‘The work went on all night, and three of the preach- 
ers were up the whole night labouring with mourners, and rejoic- 
ing with heaven-born souls. O long to be remembered night! 
On Tuesday morning the 13th, we met for the last time at the 
stand. It was ascertained that, although some had departed from 
the place, there were about thirty who professed to be converted 
at this meeting. We separated with tears of love and joy. 

Between this and the next Camp-Meeting we had two quarter- 
eas the first began on the 17th instant, at Williamsburg, 

unting circuit. Our congregation was large and uncommonly 
serious and attentive. On Sunday evening, when invited, eight 
or ten persons came forward to be instructed and prayed for; 
and from every appearance, we entertained a hope that much 

ood would result from that meeting. The second began on 
the 24th, at Philipsburg, Bald-Eagle circuit. We hada blessed 
time at the sacrament and love-feast on Sunday morning ; and 
at night I think eighteen came forward to be prayed for, some of 
whom found peace, and rejoiced in hope of the glory of God. 

On Thursday evening the 29th, our second Camp-Meeting be- 
gan on Pine-creek, Lycoming circuit. We had filty tents, from 
five to seven hundred people stayed on the ground, and the Lord 
was with us from the beginning ; for many came up to this meet- 
ing for the express purpose of getting religion ; and the work of 
conviction, conversion and sanctification, went on gloriously.— 
“The people had a mind to work” and the Lord wrought migh- 
tily among us. Monday was the great day of God’s power. 
That night we did not preach from the stand; indeed there was 
no need of our preaehing, for the Lord himself appeared in great 
mercy, and many were in deep distress of soul. Tuesday morn- 
ing, the 4th of September, we met once more at the stand. From 
seventy to eighty, who had professed to find the pardoning love 
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of God, and many who were reclaimed from a lukewarm or back- 
sliden state, with many more who were encouraged to seek a 
deeper work of grace, exhibited themselves before the congrega- 
tion. Our parting was very solemn and impressive. But we 
had to leave many poor souls in great distress. One poor man 
on his way home, fell down under the weight of his distress, but 
the Lord passed by and had mercy on him, and spoke comfort to 
his troubled mind. He was enabled to rise and go rejoicing 
home, publishing how great things the Lord had done for his soul. 

At this meeting we had good order, and we think many prom- 
ising converts. This was by many pronounced the greatest Camp- 
Meeting ever witnessed in this part of the world. As an evidence 
of the liberality of the people, { will mention, that a collection 
was taken up, amounting to $130, to purchase a horse for one of 
the preachers, who had had the misfortune to loose his at the 
meeting. : 

From thence we went directly to another Camp-Meeting, ap- 

ointed in Greenwood township, Northumberland circuit. But 
the drought being so great, and the water failing at the place where 
it was first appointed, it was thought necessary to prepare anoth- 
er place about three miles off. Here, in a short time, we ac- 
commodated ourselves as well as circumstances would admit, and 
began our meeting on Thursday evening, the 5th instant, in the 
name of the Lord. On Saturday evening we had seventy-seven 
tents; but those who came in time “hada mind to work,” and 
soon put things in Camp-Meeting order. We were glad to find 
that we had more ministerial help than we had calculated on, 
and the Lord favoured us with His smiles. 

On Saturday night the crowd was so great, and a little dis- 
posed to be unruly, that we thought best not to call the mourners 
ito the altar, but preached and exhorted from the stand till be- 
tween 10 and 11 o’clock, when those who had no accommoda- 
tion on the ground were requested to depart; and we advised our 
friends to repair to their tents and go to rest. On Sunday there 
must have been from six to seven thousand people on the ground; 
but, by divine aid, we were able to controul this vast crowd, and 

reserve uncommonly good order. Sunday night, we are per- 
suaded, will be remembered by many in time and in eternity. 
{ suppose fifty came forward to be prayed for, and many were 
justified through the blood ofthe Lamb. But Monday the 9th— 
O blessed Monday! can we ever forget that solemn—that happy 
day, when we baptized twenty-two adults, and administered the 
blessed eucharist to three hundred and sixty-six humble, weeping 
communicants, when a solemn sense of God rested upon the 
whole assembly, and hundreds seemed to say this place is holy, 
for God is here! The work went on the whole day, and that 
night exceeded any thing that many ‘of us had ever seen. Oh! 
the rich displays of mighty grace. Oh! the overwhelming show- 
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ers of divine influence that came down upon us like mighty tor- 
rents, and bore down all before it. No triflers were to be seen 
on the ground, hardened sinners looked serious, and those who 
were unwilling to yield, appeared alarmed, and seemed to say, 
‘‘ Shall we be conquered !” and “ must we surrender !” 

We calculate that from eighty to one hundred were converted 
at this meeting, beside those who went away deeply convinced of 
sin; and they were not a few. Our parting was very solemn and 
orderly, and many carried the flame to their respective societies 
and neighbourhoods. Brother Thomas told me there were sev- 
eral converted at his meeting that week, and ten or twelve pre- 
sented themselves as humble seekers at our quarterly meeting, on 
the following Sunday. On Monday night brother Thomas and 
brother Barry had a meeting in Brier-Creek Meeting-House; when 
about twenty were in deep distress of soul; twelve or fourteen of 
whom professed to find the Lord in the pardon of their sins. 
Surely this is the work of God. In passing through six circuits, 
I baptized forty-four adults, and may safely say, that more, than 
two hundred souls have been brought to God, besides a number 
more under strong conviction and earnestly seeking the Lord. 

As to the subjects of this work, they are mostly young people ; 
and many of them children of the Methodists, perhaps the major- 
ity of them are males. As to the work itself, it appears to be 
deep and solid, and evidently of God. The word was directed 
with peculiar energy to the hearts of the people, and many said 
they never heard such preaching. Never once, that I recollect, 
was a speaker interrupted, or his voice drowned by the outcry of 
the people; but seriousness rested upon the congregation, and 
great attention was paid to the word. We have long been con- 
vinced that the singing those little things, called Camp-Meeting 
Songs, and the effects produced by them, have, upon the whole, 
proved a great injury to the work of religion, and a stumbling- 
block to many serious people. We therefore discouraged the 
singing of them at all our Camp-Meetings, and strongly recom- 
mended the singing of our excellent hymns. The consequence 
was, this work was attended with very little extravagance; and 
we now see that the work can go on without them. I have-since 
heard that about fourteen more were converted at a prayer-meeting 
in Bald-Eagle circuit, and we hope the flame is still spreading. 

Respectfully vours, 
: H. Sars. 


Vou. V. 60 
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PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF GOD ON HUDSON-RIVER DISTRICT. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


Bevievine that the interest of souls and the prosperity of 
the Redeemer’s cause lie near your hearts, and that information 
on these topics is at all times acceptable, I transmit to you the 
following intelligence, that, if you think it worthy, you may give 
ita place in your excellent Miscellany. 

The supreme head of the church has done great things for us 
on the Hudson-River District during the last three years. There 
has been in that time an increase of more than two thousand souls; 
and the work of God is still spreading through the district. We 
have been much favoured with respect to harmony: it has pre- 
vailed very generally in the official department. Factions have 
had no place among us. ‘The preachers seem much in the spirit 
of reformation, and are zealous to preach and defend the doctrines 
of truth. There have been about six hundred members received 
on Jefferson circuit within sixteen months. Also about two hun- 
dred on Coeymans circuit since our last Annual Conference. 
The prospect is particularly favourable in New-Durham, where 
Dr. Barrett has laboured with great success. 

Since our last Annual Conference, we have held two highly fa- 
voured Camp-Meetings on this district. The first was held in 
Stamford, on Jefferson circuit, and commenced on the 27th of June. 
This meeting opened under the most auspicious circumstances. 
The weather was favourable, the people were alive to God, and the 
great master of assemblies was eminently present. ‘The first ser- 
mon that was delivered, by brother Eames, was preached with 
great liberty and power. On being dismissed from the stand, the 
people immediately repaired to an altar at the upper part of the 
ground, where they united in prayer; and this first prayer-meet- 
ing was singularly owned and blessed of God—many souls found 
redemption through “ the precious blood of Christ.” Our people 
entered into the spirit of the work the first day, and they progressed 
with increasing ardour until the meeting was dismissed. Every 
prayer-meeting witnessed new tokens and displays of divine mer- 
cy ; not one is recollected in which was not heard the language, 


“ The dead’s alive, the lost is fouud.” 


So true are the words of St. James, “ The effectual fervent pray- 
er of a righteous man availeth much.” The brethren in the min- 
istry preached, exhorted, and prayed, with liberty and effect: 
every one seemed ambitious of excelling in getting nearest to, 
and in doing most for, God and truth. It were a poor compliment 
to say of these brethren, that they preached well ; 5 they preached 
in the “ demonstration of the spirit and in power.” 
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The unconverted were either awed into silence and order, or 
were converted to God ; for we had little or no opposition. ‘The 
beneficial results of this meeting are great, and cannot be fully es- 
timated until the day of final decision. ‘Those best acquainted 
with the subject, and who tried to ascertain the number that found 
mercy, have estimated it at one hundred. The presence and ap- 

robation of God were displayed in a very peculiar manner. 
hen we assembled before the stand the last time, all were con- 
Strained to say, How dreadful 1s this place! and many were un- 
able to leave the ground for some time after the benediction was 
pronounced. 

Our second Camp-Meeting commenced in Durham, on the 
Coeymans circuit, the 2d and closed on the 6th of September. 
What has been said concerning the engagedness, the liberty, and 
the perseverance of preachers and people at Stamford, is equally 
true of those at Durham. We found it equally difficult here as at 
Stamford to determine with exactness the number who professed 
to obtain justification, as hundreds left the ground the night be- 
fore we closed our meeting. It was, however, ascertained that 
there were fifty-five on the ground when we assembled for the 
last time, who professed to have obtained this blessing. 

At the commencement of this meeting we were much annoyed 
by a band of thoughtless and irreligious young men, who had pre- 
viously concerted plans for disturbing or breaking up our meet- 
ing; but by prompt and vigorous measures their wicked inten- 
tions were: happily frustrated. After some of them had_ been 
brought to feel the iron-hand of the law, the rest became so in- 
furiate as to threaten to put fire to the camp. But he that sitteth 
in the heavens laughed, the Lord had them in derision. A gra- 
cious God sent us a rain sufficiently copious to prevent the medi- 
tated conflagration. “He isa present help in the time of trouble.” 

Some of the sermons delivered at this meeting were attended 
with a peculiar unction from above. Exhortation and prayer im- 
mediately succeeded preaching before the stand, when mourners 
from the congregation either voluntarily presented themselves, or 
were brought forward by their friends to be prayed for. These 
scenes, which occasioned so much joy to the humble believer, 
seemed to impress the unconverted with a sense of the presence 
of God, and with a conviction of the reality of our professed en- 
joyments. At this meeting some, who had long been seeking, 
were induced to strive as in an agony, and they found salvation 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. One person in par- 
ticular, who had been seeking nearly twelve months, at this meet- 
ing found the object of his pursuit. 

By way of conclusion, I beg the liberty to remark, that the 
blessed results of Camp-Meeting, do fully justify the wisdom and 
piety which first led to their adoption, and also of those who still 
Jend them their zealous and persevering support. ‘Thousands in 
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DEATH OF MISS HARRIET HOWELL. 


heaven and thousands on earth are now, I believe, enjoying the 
happy effects of these meetings. Every objection to them, 
which has come to my knowledge, is easily traced to igno- 
rance, to skepticism, or to bigotry. That the Christian denomi- 
nation to which we have the honour to belong, may ever know 
how to appreciate and how to improve this distinguished means 


of grace, is the prayer, dear brethren, 
Of yours sincerely, 


Milton, Oct. 10, 1822. Exsen Situ. 


SS 
MISSION AMONG THE CHEROKEE INDIANS. 


Dear BrotHeER, 

Tus is to inform you and the Missionary Society, that some of the Cher- 
okee Indians have received the word of life and become members of our church. 
A favourable opportunity now appears for the establishment of a mission among 
them, and the Tennessee Conference have resolved that it shallbe done. Andrew 
J. Ceawford is accordingly appointed a missionary to labour among them for the 
present year, and J hope and trust his labours will not be in vain. Many of these 
Indians understand and speak English, and have requested that we would give 
them religious instruction, and teach the rising generation among them, as we do 
among our own people. It is intended as far as practicable to pursue this course. 
The plan will require but moderate expense, the Indians themselves will bear a 


part, and subscriptions will also be raised within the bounds of this Conference. 
I am, as ever, yours in Christ, 


Green-County, Oct. 21, 1822. 


P. S. The Tennessee Conference is near the close of its session. 
harmony have prevailed. The prospects are good. 


Enocn GEorRGE. 


Peace and 
The increase of members is 


rising three thousand, and thirty-nine candidates for the ministry were admitted 


on trial, 


E. G. 


——$——==9 {Oo 


Obituary. 





For the Methodist Magazine. 


DEATH OF MISS HARRIET HOWELL. 


Miss Harriet Hower, whose vic- 
torious death we now record, was con- 
verted to God, and joined the Methodist 
Church, when about sixteen or seven- 
teen years of age. From which time to 
the period of her dissolution, she main- 
tained a respectable standing in the class 
to which she belonged ; and above many 
of her class-mates, observed regularity 
in attention to the means of grace, which 
were usually made a blessing to her 
soul. In health she prayed that she 
might feel as happy in death as she was 
in the house of God. And I cannot 
doubt but she realized her desire in this 
particular. About two weeks ago she 
was taken ill of a billious fever, which 
proved unmanageable by her physician. 
As its violence inereased, her hopes of 
recovery declined: so that in a few 


days she firmly believed her end was at 


hand. In this state I visited her, and 
found she possessed great peace of soul 
and a strong confidence in the Lord, 
and was greatly absorbed in prayer and 
praise. In afew hours time she thought 
she was dying, and sent for me again. 
When I entered the room, and inquired 
how she was, she raised her hands, eyes 
and voice, with one accord, and pro- 
claimed aloud, “I am going fast,—glo- 
ry to God.” I seated mygelf, and with 
my pencil minuted down the following 
expressions as they fell from her lips: 
“QO,” said she, “it’s nothing to die— 
getting ready is all—glory to God I feel 
T am now ready, and don’t care how 
soon. I have now been eight days sick. 
O what a trifle to be sick so short a 
time, and then go to rest; but bad J 
been more faithful, O! what great riches 
would now bave been laid up in heaven 
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for me—Yet glory and honour to God Said she to her mother and sister, “ O 
for ever and ever—for ever and ever—I don’t be crying around me, for I shall 
now have nothing to-do but to depart. soon be out of a great deal of trouble— 
The world is nothing—is nothing—I glory and honour to God for ever and ev- 
want to go now—Glory and honour be er ; teli all my friendsthat1 am going,and 
ascribed to God and the Lamb forever that I have went safe—Oh me, I can’t 
and ever.” Said I, you may expect soon talk—Why, bless the Lord, mother, you 
to meet some of your friends who are ought to be glad—you ought all to be 
gone before; “ Yes,” said she, “I amnow glad—yes indeed—yes indeed.” Contra- 
going.” Ithen asked whether the fear ry to her expectations she was not taken 
of death was entirely removed, “ Yes, at that time, but lingered out a few days 
said she, “ Glory to God, I mind it no longer. The last interview I had with 
more than laying on this bed, I have no her was two days before her decease: 1 
doubt but the Lord has finished his work, inquired again whether she was still hap- 
and IJ aim fit to go.” Turning to a female py in the Lord, and ready to die. “Yes,” 
friend, she said, “ O, Margaret! I shall said she, “ glory to God, I am not afraid. 
look out for you—I shall hail youthere— Come, Lord Jesus, and come quickly.” I 
I should like to see all my friends once asked her whether she wished me to pray 
more, but I would much rather die now with her again; she said yes--Whatdoyon 
than live, as I am now prepared, and want me to pray for, said I. “0,” said 
should I live longer I might vever be so she, “pray that the Lord may send and 
well prepared again. I am ready, bless take me to himself, for 1 am ready and 
God—I shall outride the storms and liur- waiting and long to go.” In this happy 
ricanes, and shall soon be gone.’ A few state she continued till her tongue was 








verses of a hymn were then sung in 


which she joined. When we sung, 


“JT gaze on my treasure, and long to be there. 


With angels my kindred, and Jesus my dear.” 
She cried aloud, “there I shali joiri with 
them—I am going from suffering to re- 
ward. O glory, glory and honour to 


God and the Lamb for ever and ever!” 


silenced by the cold hand of death, but 
when she could no longer speak she rais- 
ed her hands as in token of victory till 
she fell asleep in Jesus. May the Lord 
grant that my last hours may be like hers. 


Evi HEewKe. 
Fetl’s-Point, Baltimore city, 
Uctober 10th; 1022, 


Se 


DEATH OF SARAH H. BLACK. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


By inserting the following short memoir in our Magazine, a number of the 
friends of the deceased will be edified, and the serious reader may be instructed. 


Saran H. Brack, was born in Beau- 
fort District, South-Carolina, A. D. 1785, 
of industrious and respectable parents. 
They early taught her the fear of the 
Lord, and she as early embraced those 
instructions with filial submission. 

About the age of twelve or thirteen, 
she was placed by her parents in a res- 
pectable female seminary, in the city of 
Charleston. She applied herself with 
such avidity and delight, that she very 
quickly attained to a considerable pro- 
ficiency in all the branches of a female 
education. Having also learned the art 
of self-government, she rendered herself 
agreeable to the aged as well as to the 
young. Her manners were so amiable 
and engaging, that she became much 
endeared to her school-mates and ac- 

quaintances. 

From this period to within afew years 
of her death, the writer of this sketch 
is not furnished with materials, from 


L. Myers. 
which a detail might be given. This is 
the more to be regretted, as a blank is 
hereby produced on a most interesting 
period of life, and in her history perhaps 
no less so, than her early or better days. 

Suffice it to say, she married, and be- 
came a mother; and as she was early 
taught to fear the Lord, so she also 
taught her children. To the truth of 
this, they with their father, bear am- 
ple testimony. 

But it was not till within three years 
of her death, that she became fully 
awake to a necessity of that change of 
heart, which unites the soul to God 
through the Redeemer. When she thus 
discovered her want of this divine princi- 
ple, she sought the Lord with earnestness 
of soul. Her heart-felt sorrow became 
manitest, by “strong cries and tears.” 
She could no longerrest deprived of the 
ordinances of the church of Christ, and 
therefore anxiously desired the privilege 
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478 POETRY. 


of every means of grace. For although 
brought up under the rules of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, there being 
no congregation of that order that she 
could attend, she was destitute of its 
ministrations. In October, 1820, she at- 
tended a Camp-Meeting; and there, 
without any invitation, came forward 
alone, in the midst of a gazing crowd, 
resolutely offered herself to the Lord, 
and requested to be taken into commu- 
nion with his people. Her application 
was accompanied with such deep con- 
trition, and expressed such Christian 
courage, that the whole congregation ap- 
peared struck with solemn awe. She 
was received as a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 

Continuing instant in prayer, giving 
herself unreservedly to her Lord and 
Saviour, the love of God was soon shed 
abroad in her heart, and she was enabled 
to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

The welfare of her family now lay 
with increased weight upon her heart. 
She prayed with, as well as for them, 
and solemnly dedicated them to her God 
and their God, in the holy ordinance of 
baptism ; and her conduct afterwards 
expressed how much she regarded the 
sacred offering. Nor was she unmind- 
ful of her surrounding neighbours ; ac- 
cording to her ability she was engaged 
in doing good to their bodies and souls. 
In her the honest poor always found a 
friend. Rejoicing with those who re- 
joiced, she also wept with those who 
wept. Experimentally knowing the ben- 
efits of the gospel, she was its liberal 


supporter. The cent collection for Mis: 
sionary purposes having been intro- 
duced, she was the first who gave it pat- 
ronage in Blackswamp circuit. 

But she had no sooner fully engaged 
in the work of evangelical piety and be- 
nevolence, than it pleased God to visit 
her with the forerunners of a final sum- 
mons from time. With the commence- 
ment of this year her affliction progress- 
ed with increasing speed. The scene 
became trying. Among her last friend- 
ly and pious visitors, was John M‘Trail, 
a worthy local preacher. To him, with 
her family, she unfolded her mind, ex- 
pressed an unlimited confidence in her 
Redeemer, and complete triumph over 
approaching death. Could tears of an 
afflicted hasband and affectionate chil- 
dren, have snatched her from the jaws 
of death, she would still be alive. But 
God had provided a better place for her ; 
and on the 18th of March, 1822,he took 
her to himself. 

The reader may easily gather her 
character in the different relations of 
life, from the foregoing hints, without 
repeating them here. We only add, in 
her deata, the church has lost a useful 
member, the poor a kind benefactress, 
and society in general one of its bright- 
est ornaments: To her much afflicted 
husband and children what God alone 
can repair. 

She was conveyed to an old family 
burial place, remote from her residence, 
and their deposited to rest from care 
and woe until the morning of the resur- 
rection. 


———— (on 


Poetry. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 
Reflections on the anniversary of a brother's death. 


Friendship! Mysterious tie! the circling year 

Again calls forth the soulto weep the hand 

That struck thy bonds asunder. Yet, wherefore? 

Sha!l we mourn for those who, struggling long 

With time’s tempestuous billows, at length 

Have reach’d that shore where storms can never 
come? 

Shall we weep for him who, like a fruitful tree, 

Flourish’d unfading here, and cheer’d the vale 

With heav’nly fragrance, and is gather’d to 

A happier clime? Unwither’d by the sun, 

Flis leaf was green; for round his root there flow’d, 

Those streams of life which, with unceasing joy, 

Make glad the city of our God? But ah! 

The winter loiter’d round him ; ad sudden, 

When his fruit was ripe, and faith, and hope 
and zeal, 

Hung on each bough, and cheer’d the gazer’s eye, 

The whirlwind came, bore him triumphant 

From us, and clouds of death curtain’d bim from 

Our sight. Yet are we told that on the banks 

Of life’s fair river, “fast by the throne of God,” 

He biooms for ever more. There aii is health 

And peace. Calm and serene as Autumn’s 

Setting sun, the hours glide genily by, nor 

Fear an end. Neo pestileatial vapour 


Wanders o’er those fields, but odours sweet as 
those 

From India’s groves perfume the heavenly air, 

And ever-during verdure spreads around. 

Yes, yes, my brother, we shall meet thee there:— 

After a little ling’ring moment spent 

In toil and pain, with golden pinions we 

Shall wing our way unto the realms of light, 

And with thee cast our crowns at Jesu’s feet! 

At Jesu’s feet! at that triumphant name I feel 

A rareipees, bes. e steal throughout my soul? 

Rais’d by his hand, I mount above the world, 

Its riches, honours, pleasures, ali recede, 

And heavenly glories burst upon my sight. 

So Stephen, when the malice of his toes 

Had thrust him near the fearful gates of death, 

Sudden the portals open’d, and the clouds, 

Which veil from mortal view the upper world, 

Strait roll’d away,and lo! his Saviour’s smile 

Beam’a on his head, filling bis soul with love 

E’en tothe murd’rous crew; for whom he sigh’d 

An earnest prayer, he gently fell asleep. 

He too is safe, but I a little space 

Must bide tbe “ pelting” of the storms of life. 

Short space indeed! L’en now methinks I see 

Life’s morning flowrets wither in my hand; 

My sun has reach’é its noon and now apace 

Declines. The shadows of the night gather 

O’er al! the plain, and in the ionely tomb, 

Where David sleeps, I soon shal] rest in ~ 
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